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at the historic meeting held at Tetuan on December
iith 1937
'And when France^ too, grants the just claims of
the Moors and begins to exercise a true protectorate
policy, when the Maghzen and the people are ready
to live a free and independent life, when the reasons
for the French intervention have definitely disap-
peared and the treaty of Fez is by national wish
annulled along with the treaty of Madrid, then, with
the aid of God? there will be an independent Mor-
occo, one and indivisible, in every part of which all
compatriots will enjoy that hberty which is so dear
to the hearts of us aH *
This all sounds very well and suits the flowery Arab
style, which is far more effective when dealing with
things in general than with things in particular, but no
difficulty will be found in pulling it to pieces* The
attitude towards Islam is sound enough^ but what of
the attitude towards Arabism? Has there ever been a
better example of the minority attempting to impose
their views on a majority? The Berbers are the original
inhabitants of the country and they far outnumber the
Moroccan Arabs and Andalusians both in the French
and Spanish zones They do^ it is true, lack the culture
and erudition of the Arabs, but they are men of out-
standing qualities who take easily to European ways
and are mechanically minded It is hard to visualize
them taking much interest either in ancient and
modern intellectuals, or in Morocco Unity, and one
imagines they would hardly view with pleasure the
suppression of their language There is no question of
Berbeiizing Morocco, but the whole point is that
except in the cities the country has never been Arabized,